Japanese engine designers had a tough time
in 1989. Technology in Japanese engines
accelerated rapidly through the late-'80s,

culminating in the performance engine to end
them all - the Nissan RB26DETT. Also that
year, Toyota’s flagship six-cylinder, the 3-litre
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remember the frustration involved in

working on the 7M-GTE engine. The

package promised so much, but delivered

so little in real-world terms. From a

performance point of view, the fuel system
was undersized, the factory tuning poor, and the
cylinder head design promoted head gasket-
blowing detonation. Toyota also insisted on
using the weird Karmann-Vortex-style airflow
meters, which almost put me off the things for
good. In fact, it was several years before I looked
at the performance engine Toyota designed to
replace the 7M
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Australians will remember the last Supra to be
sold in Australia; the MA-70 with the pop-up
headlights and the 7M-GTE single-turbo 3-litre
When this model finished in Australia around
the end of 1991, we still had the old engine, but
in Japan Toyota used the bodyshape to release
their new performance engine; the 1]Z-GTE twin
turbo. Starting production late-'89, models with
this engine were known as the JZA-70. The
capacity had dropped from 3.0 litres to 2.5 but,
starting with a clean sheet of paper, its internal
design gave it a performance edge.

Its insertion under the bonnet of other
Toyotas didn’t take long either, with almost
every six-cvlinder RWD model post-"90
featuring the new ‘small-block’ six-cylinder. As
the JZA70 Supra is not eligible for low-volume
importing, the most common place to find the
1)Z-GTE in Australia is under the bonnet of a
Soarer 2.5GT. In Japan there were 1JZ
installations in the Mark [l, Chaser and Cresta
sedans mostly with four-speed automatic
transmission, but some with Toyota's best five
speed gearbox yet.

In 1993, Toyota upped the ante again
releasing the larger 3.0-litre 2JZ-GTE with
sequential twin turbos in the JZA80 Supra, as
well as the Aristo sedan (now the same shape as
the Australian-market Lexus GS300). Despite
this, the 1)Z has continued in the other sedans
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